Materials and methods
The first of the uveitis syndromes we chose to investigate was acute anterior uveitis. Venous blood lymphocytes were examined in 25 patients with acute anterior uveitis (15 male, 10 female) at presentation and one, two, three, and six months later. Their ages ranged from 19 to 55 years (mean 33 years). All cases were of unknown aetiology, but two patients had associated ankylosing spondylitis. At no time were the patients taking corticosteroids systemically. All patients were free of symptoms and signs three months after presentation. On each occasion the total and differential leucocyte counts were performed, and the percentage of lymphocytes forming E rosettes and the number of helper and suppressor T lymphocytes were measured, the latter by means of the OKT4 and OKT8 (Ortho Diagnostics) monoclonal antibodies respectively. Twenty-five apparently normal healthy control subjects of age and sex distribution similar to that of the patients were also investigated. 746 T-lymphocytesubpopulations in uveitis 
Results
The values of total lymphocyte count, E-rosetting T cells, and helper/suppressor ratio, measured repeatedly in patients over a six-month period from the onset of acute anterior uveitis, were not found to differ significantly from control values (Table 1) . Furthermore no trends in these values could be elicited in individual patients followed up over the six mopths (Tables 2-5 ).
In the patients with heterochromic cyclitis again we found no significant difference in total number of lymphocytes, E-rosetting T cells, and OKT4 and OKT8 subsets when compared with controls (Table 6 ).
Discussion
Developments in the field of cellular immunology are now constantly illuminating the complex functions of lymphocytes in humoral and cell-mediated immunity. With the advent of monoclonal antibodies, the role of T-cell subsets, especially helper and suppressor T Measuring immunological parameters in heterochromic cyclitis is a natural step forward, as little is known about its aetiology. Immunological abnor- We failed to demonstrate any consistent alteration in T cells and their subpopulations in acute anterior uveitis. Similarly in patients with heterochromic cyclitis the number of E-rosetting cells and the helper/suppressor ratio were within the acceptable normal range.
At this stage of our knowledge it is evident that the relatively simple techniques we have hitherto used are unlikely to contribute greatly to our understanding of the mechanisms of disease production in uveitis. Studies of cellular function are therefore needed, and we have recently begun measuring suppressor T-lymphocyte activity in uveitis in the hope that we may throw some light on the aetiopathogenesis of this puzzling group of eye conditions.
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